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the per cent which the transferred
real estate l shown to be underval-
ued, the Increased valuation (with the
valuation of uefSOMl property un-
changed) WOOld result i:i a decrease
of thJ tax rate as follows:

INEFFICIENT TAX LAWS

AND ADMINISTRATION
BY ALLEN RIPLEY EOOTf.

President. National Tax Association.
Commissioner, Ohio State Board of Commerce.

during 1908.
McClure's Magazine was ad-

vanced in price on October 1,
1907, to $1.50 per year, but un-
til February 1, 1908, we, Green-
ville Journal, will, by special ar-
rangement with the publishers,
accept your subscriptions for one
or two years at The old very low
rate of $1.00 per year, $1.50 to
Canadian points, $2.00 to points
abroad.

McCLURE'S FOR 1908.
Plans for McClure's for the

coming year have just been an-
nounced. The magazine, judg-
ing from its prospectus, will con-

tinue to deal with great and im-

portant subjects. The first of
these began in the November
number. It is a series of articles on

Great American Fortunes
This series of articles by Bur-

ton J. Hendrick will tell the sto
A PAPER RBAD BEFORE Tilt: TAX commission of OHIO j

ON NOVEMBER 11, 1907. 4

(Copies of this address In pamphlet form way he secured by 1
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1906 was 28.64 per cent. The growtn
of taxes collected for local purposes
for (he same period was II per cent.
Accounting For Proceeds of Taxation.

Any discussion of the subject of tax-
ation wdttiout considering the question
of a proper accounting for the pro-
ceeds of taxation Is ilioglcal and un-
profitable. A proper accounting sys-
tem Is fundamentally necessary to
show: (1) The amount of revenue
derived from each classified source
and the relation of such revenue to
the basis of taxation, whether valua-
tion or gross earnings or any other
basis thai may be adopted for any
Specific class. This can not be done
without a ct nstltutior.ul provis'011 per-
mitting a classification of subject-- , for
taxation and the .taxation of each
class of Biihjfcts within the J'trls-.lio-tic- s

a taxing bttdv, by a inilVnn
ru e n a a. ; ; nd mi ,a rati ( nut
will be ju' t to Ci 3 i j ct tax 1. co
A coi reel amounting ivsiem will show
in comparltlve Btnt 'incut, year by
year, the total amount expended by
the state and local taxing bodies for
each classified purpose. This will en-
able taxpay era to se at a glance
where economic efficiency has be n
established, or is lad ing. In the ad-
ministration of their public busines-l-

is infinitely better public policy 1

increase the efficiency of the expen
of money raised by taxation than

it is to increase t ie amount taken
from taxpayers to provide for inefli-c- i

nt expenditures. Wavg and means
for making the taxpayer's dollar go
as far as possible In satisfying public
demands should be studied as per-
sistently as nethodi are studied for
taking from taxpayers the largest pos-
sible number of dollars with the least
possible protest, which is tho true
meaning of the demand that the larg-
est osslblt revenue srould be ob-
tained from special sources.

Remeaics For Taxation Evils.
tli An amendmeni to ie consti-

tution that will pen it a classification
or the subjects for taxation; the adop-
tion of a ba is for the taxation of each
class (bin wil! be beat suited to Its
economic development; and the tixing
of a tax rate that will be just 10 the
Biibjrct taxed ami uniform throughout
the Jurisdiction of the authority levy-
ing tho ttr:.

(2) The substitution for the gen-pra- l
property tax for slate purposes

a lax upon the cross incomes of all
cai taxing bodies, thus readorlng a

state board of equalization wholly
and placing the pressure of

state taxation noon snendlng Instead
valuation, which will Induce econ-

omy in locai expenses. Instead of un-
der valuations by local assessors and.
;,: he same time, it will 'exercise a
ri straining influence on state expendi-
tures through direct responsibility to
the people fir (he growth of state tax

Every Family Ie

Darke County should be
well supplied with good,
interesting and instruc-
tive reading. Just what
you want is the Green-

ville Journal, which will
be sent to any address in

the county for $1.00 per
year; six months for 50
cents; out of the county
for $1.15. Did you ever
stop to think that in one
year the Journal furnish-

es two thousand, nine
hundred and twelve col-

umns of reading matter?
And all for only $1.00
less than two cents per
weekl Come in and give
us your subscription, and
if you have a friend living
at a distance who would
appreciate the news from
old Darke, you couldn't
do a better act than to
make him a present of
the Journal for one year
Friends, give this matter
a careful thought.

WNo subscriptions
taken unless accompan

Valuation. Hate.
Conntv. I'. Ct, 1'. Ct

Adams, presort valua
lion 4" 3.1 1

Adams, full valuation. 100 1 CI
Brown, pr. 111 valua-

tion 2. IS
Brown, fi valuation. . . lini 1.45
Monroe, present valua-

tion SC.' O n
Monroe, full valuation. . IOii till
Montgomery. present

u Illation 37.1 2.C1
Montgomery, run valua-

tion inn lit
It Ik rlear from this statement that

to evade a part of a lesi share of tax
at Ion of real estate by undervaluation
is nowise, and causes owners to be
losers instead of gainers. They are
not onlv obliged to pay about the-sam-

amount of taxes through an In-

creased rat on a decreased valuation,
bill they pay an increased portion of
the total lax through decreasing the
revenue derived from personal prop-
erty, caused by the depressing intlu-enc- e

of a high rate.
Growth of Taxation.

The growth of the grand duplicate
and of taxes paid, state and local, from
1862 to 1907, is summarized as fo)
lows:

Per Ct.
Grand duplicate, increase 3
Real estate valuation, increase.. 328
(li Personal property valua-

tion, increase 370
Taxes paid on real estate, in-

crease )47
(1) Taxes paid on personal

prooerty. increase loinPopulation, Increase, 1850-190- 109.9
(I) These ftgnrea include the per-

sonal property valuation and taxes
paid by public service corporations.
Grcwth of Taxation and Population.

For slate purposes, increase, 1886-189-

124 per cent; 1896-190- 55.3 per
cenl : ratio ol increase second over
iii s: period, :: 15.9 per cent.

For local purposes, increase, 1S8C-1896- ,

12.4 per cent; 1896-190- 56.3 nor
cent: ratio of increase second over
lirsi period, HI.:' per cent.

Population, increase. 1880-189- 14 8
per cent: 1890-190- 13.2 per cent; de-
crease, OS.

The unsound economic policy of at-
tempting to abolish the general prop-
erty tax for stale purposes through se-
curing all needed stare revenue from
special taxation was entered upon by
tne slate of Ohio by the enactment
of a law assessing an excise tax.

on the gross earnings of public
eJervlce corporations. In 1902 the Cole
law was enacted increasing (his ex-
cise tax 100 per cent, increase in the
rale being from one half to one per
cent; the Willis law was enacted at
the same time, assessing a tax of one-tent- h

of one per cent on the capital
stock of business corporations and
taking for state purposes all revenue
derived From the taxation of life and
fire Insurance companies. Because
the general property state tax rate
was reduced from 2.89 per cent to 1.36
per cenl by this moans, many persons
have been led to believe thai a de-
crease In taxation hits been effected
by "shilling the burden from farmers
and small home owners to the broad
shoulders of corporations more able
to bear it."

Those data show that there has
been no actual nor relative decrease
In taxation, but, on the contrary, there
has been an actual and relative in-
crease in taxal ion during the ten-ye-

period from 1896-190- covering tho
lime Hits policy ot special taxation
has been In operation, as compared
with the ton-yea- r period from 1886 to
1896, When none of tnose special taxes
was being e dlected.

Special taxes for state purposes
wherever assessed have Invariably re-
sulted In an enormous growth In slatetaxation, The result in Ohio is now
before you. Compare the growth of
state taxation In relation to local tax-atlo-

and population, and of local tax-
ation In 'latlon to population, and
answer the question. Do those re-

sults show that the present taxation
policy of Ohio is economfcaly sound?

We have hPard much about the pol-
icy of shifting the burden of taxation
from farmers and small home owners
by means of special taxes for stnto
purposes. In 11102. when this policy
was given its strongest impetus, the
average tax rale In Paulding county
was 2 per cent, in 1906, four years
after ibc enactment of the Cole and
Willis laws, the average tax rale of
Paulding county was 3.99 iter cent.
From such relief the farmers ami
small home owners of Paulding coun-
ty may justly pray to be relieved.
Deprived of a Growing Basis of Tax-

ation.
The requin menl thai all property

shall be taxed on its true value iii
money by a uniform rule al a uniform
rate, deprives the state of the benefit
of a growing basis of taxation for an
exceedingly huge and rapidly-increasin- g

class of property- - that of public
service corporations. As there was
no such prooerty In 1851, it is not sur-
prising to And thai the constitutional
provision on taxal ion, then adopted,
is (insulted to the proper taxation of
tins class 01 property, I'nlike all pri
vate property, the property of public
service corporiH ions is anccted with
a public Interesi which renders valua
tion tin illogical basis for its taxation
By giving adequate service at low
rates, puiiiic service corporations ren-
der a servlc tfi the people of far
greater henellt twn the people can
gain from any amount of taxation it
is possible to exacl from them. As
the amount of a tax must always bo
taken into the account of operating
expenses, the tax rale should be based
on service charges, so that ii may ho
known precisely what per cent of the
service charge is taken for tax.-;-
With this information before them,

In- people c.?.n determine which of
two policies they will adopt low ser-
vice charges and no taxes: or high
service charges ami a correspondingly
high rate of taxation. When gross
earnings from service charges is
adopted as the side basis of taxatlor
for public service corporations, the
(mount of the tax can be determined
by a mathematical rule, thus eliminat-
ing the crude ami unsatisfactory
method of determining the amount of
the tax by judicial discretion exer-
cised by a multitude of assessors, and
the tax will bear a recognizable rela-
tion to service charges.

Cross-earning- has the additional
advantage of being a growing basis
for taxation thus increasing automat-
ically and without friction the amount
Of the tax paid. This is clearly shown
by comparing the growth of the grand
duplicate with the growth of the gross
earnings ol public service corpora
tions used as a basis for assessing the
state excise tax for ten years, from
1896 (when the excise tax was first
assessed) to 1900, as follows:

Per Ct.
Increase of grand duplicate 28.64
Increase of gross earnings 119.82

This shows how great a gain would
have been made for the people if. In
1890. instead of attempting to secure
Increased revenue from public service
corporations by the imposition of an
excise tax on gross earnings ot one-hal- f

of one par cent Increased to one
per cent in 1!W2. an investigation had
been made to determine what ner
cent on gross earnings waB being paid
for taxation, state and local, ami
adopting that per cent for a gross
earnings tax in lieu of all other taxa-
tion. This would have substituted a
rapidly Increasing for a slow growing
basis for taxation. It would also have
removed all cause of friction between
public service corporations and tax
assessors, all opportunity for briberfr- -

or corruption.
A cones' 'ondinK cam can be made

wilh still greater collateral benefits
by substituting for the state general
property tax a itatu tax on the gross
income rrom taxation or all local tax-
ing bodies in the state. The growth

the grand duplicate from 1S9G to

ry of the most wonderful era of
fortune building in history. The
development of a virsin contin
ent of boundless wealth within
the memory of men now living is
an industrial feat unparalled in
the history of the world. The
record of this development is the
history of a great political, finan
cial, and industrial struggle, cut
added to the absorbing historical
interest of these articles is a spice
of romance and adventure which
makes fiction seem flat. Here are
Arabian Nights dreams come true
Girdling a great continent irom
sea to sea with iron rails, string-
ing it with lights, taking from
the heart of it thousands of tons
of precious metal, the gourd-lik- e

trrowth ot a ereat nation, are tne
facts in the background of fabu
lous American fortunes ranging
from twentyfive millions upward,
It is a story of extraordinary per-

sonalities, of ereat games of
chance, of industrial warfare, po
litical and incredible fact.

Carl Schurz Reminiscences
The extraordinary popular in

terest aroused by the two series
already published has decided the
editors to add several other arti
cles during 1908. At the close of
the war Mr. iSchurz's acquaint
ances included nearly all the po-

litical leaders of the day. His es
timates and descriptions of these
men are invaluable for their re-
markable vividness and the fresh
ness of first-han-d impressions,
In these later articles, Mr. Schurz
tells of his services as a United
States Senator, of his career as
an editor, of his activities as a
man ot letters and a public-spi- r

ited citizen.

Ellen Terry Memoirs
It would be difficult to overstate

the importance of Ellen Terry's
Memoirs they are a chronicle of
the literary and artistic develop
ment of the last half-centu- ry

xhey present the impressions of
a woman, who ourinci her extra
ordinary experience came into
contact with nearly all the fore-
most personages of her time.
They tell the story of a gifted ar-

tist and a lovable woman, and in
a way that displays to a peculiar
degree the wonderful charm of
her personality.

Life of Mary Baker G. Eddy
The articles on the "History of

Christian Science and the Life of
Mary Baker G. Eddy," by Geor
gine Milmine, have been recog
nized the country over as the
most important series of the year,
In the closing chapters will be
found an account of ' 'Conspiracy
'.) rw I !?AVhAl1ivn ') t l- . i iu'nnl win.
tureof Mrs. Eddy's ranks and
the secessions of thirtysix of the
leaders of her church : War in
Heaven", the story of the Eddy-Woodbu- ry

feud, and some of the
grotesque extravagances which
lay behind it.

George Kibbe Turner
and George Kennan are gather
ing facts for a series of articles
dealing with perhaps the two
most momentous questions which
confront the American people
One is largely economic in its na
ture ; the other is not only eco
nomic, but it touches almost ev
ery home in the country in a vi
tal way. Definite announcements
of these two series will be made
later in the year. In Europe, Mr
Cleveland Moffett is gathering
material for a study of the Ham
burg filter plant and the story of
a remarkable wild animal farm
in Germany.

The Serial of the Year
Those who enjoy a good serial

will do well not to miss "The
Wayfarers," by Mary Stewart
Cutting, which begins in the De-
cember number. It is one of the
rarest things in modern litera
ture a real love story and the
author of ' 'Little Stories of Mar-
ried Life" has her own fresh and
delightful way of telling it. ' 'Ro
mance is a flowering weed that
grows in any soil," she declares
in the opening chapter, and Mrs,
Cutting takes her characters, av
erage men and women ot moder
ate means the representative
class of the country through a
most interesting series of busi
ness and domestic adventures.

Stories of Adventure
Then, there are to come many

good ed thrilling tales
of adventure, both fiction and
authentic narratives of personal
experience. A series of adven
tures in the South Seas by a new
writer, stories of the early days
ot the west, when herds of cat
tie ran wild and hostile Indians
lay in wait for the dauntless pi
oneer, liut most thrilling of all
is a series giving the actual ex
periences of a detective who was
involved in the wilder life of the
west. Seldom has any matrazine
ottered such an abundance and
variety as McClure's will publish

OUR CLUBBING LIST.
The following ipecial oflera art

made to both old ami new autracribert
to Ibia paper wbo desire lo aubacnbi

ilo tor one oi the tollowiug public
nous lor 1902.

We cannot mail aauiple copier ol

any paper except this paper, a

for sample ol others niual bt
soul direct to the office of tbe papei
wanted, it we cau not aupply tbeui u

you io person al this office.
The tigurea iu tbefirat column aho

the tegular price oi tbta paper and tbt
puolicaliou named.

Figures iu the second columu show
the price at which the publication
named ami tbia paper will botb be

aaut tor oue year.
ffHaUM.

unlo Kurnier $2.oifl.5C
Weekly Umetle, Clnciuuull, 0 1.60 1.35
New York Tribune fanner 1.5(1

Tbe Independent, New York City... 3.0(1 2.86
Hcleutiflc American, New York City i.W 8.50
Kansas City star l.&r 1.16
luterOoeai', Chicago, 111 2. (in 1.40
Uoooan s r armer anu w eekiy Dro-

vers' Journal, CIiIcbko 2.00 1.25
Toledo Blade 2.00 1.30
New York li ess, Sunday only 3.50 2.50

St. Louis UloUe-Democ- .2.00 l.fio
D YILIKS.

Dayton Dally ourual ... 3.00 2.50
Dayt wi Evening Herald .. 3 00 2.(1(1
Diytou Dally News ... Wl 2.50
CI net n n at Post ... 3.00 2.5c
New York Dally Press ... 5.60 4XC
Dally and Sunday Press ... 7.60 6.50
Dally Ohio State Journal 3.50

MONTHLIES.
Cosmopolitan .Magazine . 2.00 1.80
Vlck's Magasiue 1.60 1.1U
McCall's Magazine 1.50 1.30
Iii. K. Hicks' Word and Works and

Almanac .; 2.00 1.70
Poultry News I. in
The American Boy 2.00 1.(15
rue worm American Karmer 1 50 1.15
Woman's Home Companion 2.00 l.hO
Diunx ill's Magazine 1.50 1.25
Our Dumb Animals 1.50 1.25
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GUARANTEED SATISFACTORY
OR MONEY REFUNDED.

HENRY M. COLE,
AltotntM- - at Law.

Offlce- - In Allen Hindi, upstairs, opposite
Second National Bank.

GEO. A. JOBES,
Attorney at Law

Suite 5 New Anderson Block,
Phone 363. Greenville O

w . w . LSh&vtJmuasx,
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n lnt .11 ent s t II I v of Mm stato
and local tax laws now in uperat ion
in the several stairs Will ill; SIOM (Bfl
fact iliui t! hn s It:; e bflt !i formu
late I with little knowledge of or re-

nrd lor tl reeniii'iei nis or ecoiionno
ii iiicltl. s in tins re ". i OtUO is not

more unfortunate than many of the
other states.

The Golden Rule of Taxation.
"Never tax anything

Thai would he of value to your state,
That could or would run away, or.
l nat could or would come to yon.

Enoch Busier.
Article l". Beet loo 2. Ohio ftanntltu

Hon adopted is.M:
"Laws shall be psssod. taxing by

uniform rule, all moneys, credits, ili- -

vestment-- ; in bonds, stocks. Joint
Btock companies, or otherwise: and
aisn real and personal property ac- -

cording to Its true value in money."
Those who formulated the existing

constitution legislated Into it this
rule of taxation which was at that
date. 851, the rule iii customary use.
This rule binds the people of 1907 to
the knowledge of the subject d

by the people of s former cen-- !
tury who were dealing with conditions
wholly unlike those existing today, an
Inelastic rule which deprives tae peo-
ple of all power to d al with present- -

day conditions as their Intelligence
may auow mem to ue nest. Legisla-
tion, In cled ir.io state constitutions,
results In the government of the pres-
ent by the dead brain of the past, it
permits no growth In Intelligence. It
provides ft ; no changes In condition's.
Ha vim. Buffered from this evil, great
care nould be exsrc! ;od not to per-
petuate it in any amendment to our
constitution that may now be submit-
ted tn the people. We should recognize
the fact that we are not more capable
of legislating for the people who wtll
live In this Btate ."'ii year 8 hence than
were those who lived here 50 years
ago to legislate for us.

The Unifotm Ri le of Taxation Ap-t- o

plied Real Estate.
The nib of taxation legislated Into

the constitutii n of is.'ii requires the
taxation of all property, tangible and
intangible, at Its l rue value in money
ami at a unit orni rale. This is the
rule of the genleral property tux. a rule
that is coiul mned by every well-ln- -

rormed economic student; a rule that
has been tried and abandoned by the
people of every civilized country ex-
cepting the American states.

The practical Impossibility of as-
sessing all property for taxation at its
true value in money is due to the fact
that value is not a concrete nor a sta- -

ble condition, All' sin. m tit ol value
is simply an e - ni f opinion, It
is not possibh whose duty
it is to value r luxation to
agree in their irding value,
whether tin v ; or assessors,
though ever, i i may be tib-

ia
solutnly hones

I have a W. 'he w require!
thai it b all b for i ixation
at i s true vali '. How many
of you are com s i hat value?
lr you atteuipi very one oi
you will ;.'i i l value. This
accounts for t iiird statement of
the value of watch i ned for tax
ation in thi St'lle It II lustrates trieabsurdity i employln man at two
or three do ars per daj tc hi" all
the real and p Tfonal pi rl v within
a taxing tli; r. in him to
have his wo 'Ii let 'ii wil
tv days, ll the e: inns
folly of mall body il men
to meet in i"nyears to t(i id prop-makin- g

erty withm u ud
their decision nuing i.t'i at
for ten years to her
premium than thi la needed Iq null
unden aluatii m : T ie county
Btoni rs or asse ' is who can lire
the creates! reiattv tndervaluatlon
for ih'. real ami i rt mill property
placed on th ' dunlli of their coun-tyer- s

ty will free of t!io-- r

count" from the nt of a corre-stat- e

spending pot ion th( tax, not
fOl' one year onlv mi for ten. The
same Induoem t' undcrvnliial Ion
Influences the ni of assessors for
taxlntr district t li ' tl a county, and
of individual taxpayers within taxing
districts. The si ii'i Ing ol the Incidence
of taxal i in, where some are underlay- -

ed, causes othc rs to ie overtaxed,
This is a condition that does violence
to every requirement i f justice. To
demonstrate how impoi stuie ii is to
enforce the nniiorm rule In taxation
by the methods that have hen em-
ployed, I have had Investigations
made to show whal success has been
achieved, alter fifty live years of ex-
perience. In Adams, Brown, Monroe
and Montgomery counties, AH trans
fers of real estate recorded in these
counties for the year IflOC have been
compiled. Those In which the sell-
ing value was not properly expressed
were excluded from the list. The
value at which eac piece of property
was assessed for taxation has been
entered on the lisl in a parallel col-
umn with Its Belling value.

This exhibit slows the average tax-
able value of real estate ill tiles mil
ties to be the following per cent of its
selling value:

Adams 4::.l per cent
Hi own r,0 n per cent
Monroe 30.7 per cent
Montgomery :;7.1 per cent
Assuming that Belling value la the

trin- value In mom v of the properly
sold, this exhibit proves that in these
counties from 19.7 per cent to i".'i
per cent of the true value of real cs-'at-

evaded taxal ion In 1900 by under-
valuation

But this is not all that la shown in
this exhibit The statement of an
average is an acknowledgment that
there were valuations below and also
above th,:-- average. To show the wide
variation in this respect, the two ex-
tremes may he taken. In Adams coun-
ty. 191 transfers were assessed at an
average of 11.3 per cent of selling
value, whBe 121 transfers in the same
county w?rc assessed at nn average
of 1"0.7 per cent

In Brown county. 7S transfers were
assessed at an average of 12.0 per
cent of selling value, while 78 trans-
fers were assessed at an average of
111.6 per cent

In Monroe county. 07 transfers were
assessed at an average of, 10.8 per
cent of Belling value, while :!(! trans-
fers were assessed at an average of
107.2 per cent.

In Montgomery county, 824 trans-
fers were assess" at an average of
12.2 per cent of selling value, while
155 transfers were assessed at 106.0per cnt.

If we are to have Justice in taxation
some method must lie found by means
of which those who are overvalued
can succeed In requiring those who tif
are undervalued to pay their fair Is
share of taxation.
The Uniform Rule of Taxation Ap--

plied to Personal Prooerty.
Personal property paid SO per cent

of the total tax collected in 1832 In
liKMi It paid 27 per cent. This shows
a loss of 3 per cent, it is an undis-
puted fact that the relative value of
personal property to the value of real
estate Is very much greater now than
In 1852. but the portion of total tax
paid Is 3 per cai : less, liut tills does tne
uoi show the wimio truth. At (he If
preteiit time the personal property the
triplicate includes the valuation of (he

personal property ol public aacvlcacorpora tioos, a form of personal mud-ert-y

that did n.u evUi in a:. To
show tln true portion of the total tax
now being paid b) the personal prop-
erty of the same Kind as that taxed
in ttSt, It is necessary to deduct thepersonal property tax paid by public
service aorporntiona from the totaltax paid on personal property
This calculation has been made for
tlte counties ot Adams, Brown, Cuvanoga, Lucas, Monroe- - and
iwuniKoiuery, ami llie lollowms re
runs upnear :

Per cent of total tax (laid by per
soual property

Per Cent Per Cent
is:.:'. 1906.

Adams ... Ha 7
Brown . .. 22.8 25
Cuyahoga . .. H8 20.)i
Franklin . .. :!8 2uLucas . .. ;:i
Monroe 4 1.7
Montgomery 32.2 211.7

This demonstrates thai tin per cent
ot the total tax paid by personal prop
en.t in counties containing large
cities, where the accumulation of per-
sonal property is greatest, is decided-
ly less than it was in 1852, while in
counties containing DO large cities It
is ill out the same or has Increased.
It also demonstrates that farmers who
insist upon the enforcement of the
law and the perpetuation of the uni-
form rule as it stands in tire constitu-
tion are thereby penalizing them-
selves. Their pi rsonal property is
largely tangible In form and about as
incapable of evading taxation as their
lands. An enormous amount of thepersonal property owned in cities is
intangible in form and therefore cap-
able of evading taxation.
Repressive Effect of the Tax Rate.

Under the uniform rule of taxation,
in 1900 Holmes county had the lowestaverage tax rate of any county in

It was I .US per cent. Paulding
county had the highest average taxrate, it was 3.99 per cent. Oregon
township, Lucas county, had the low-
est tax rate of anj taxing district,
Ii was .7.") per cent. Continental cor
poration, Putnam nn iad thehighest tax rale of any district,

was 6.18 pa at it th principal
cities of the itati tai rate tor
1900 averaged aho --ent.

Argument is not 1 show
that no person cai d lo Hat
money, slocks, bond is of any
hind and pay a ;i pc 'lit tax on their
full value. If this class of property
is listed at all, it must be listed at
full value, because its value is lixed
by a mathematical a'eulution. not bv
the exercise ot .in iileial Ulscrel ion.
The administrators el' tin law, win)
permit real estate lo he valued at
from :!6.7 to 60.3 pi !' c nt of its seil- -

ing value, have no holce, under theuniform rule, hut to a ie money ; t he
stocks and bonds ti sul rent corpora-Hole- s

tions; the mortgu and other
evidences of Indent ilness of solvent
debtors at full par value. Valuing
real estate at from il to 50 per cent
of full value, and lining Intangible
personal property a full value, andassessing both at ti uniform rate on
such valuation com ' is 'evasion forIntangible personal roperty In every
possible way.

If it were tan ccrl am that
all the money on sii in Ohio
bank:, would be tax 'd 3 per c ut on
assessment day, the mat ait. 'i ILt
withdraw this monej and nit il wi re
i IK" Btate could not lax H would lose
every bank In the slate It mil.destroy ail industrial and commi rcial
business 111 the stale

Will any person say what business
conditions would he if. In Ty prin-

tscipal city in the slate, it made
certain thai all money on ib os it and
in the pockets of the peopli id everv
SOIV nt credit would be taxed at :i per
cent on its full value as the constitu-requires-

?

t ion Will anyone say what
rati' of interest manufaeiio Ol s. llll'I-- e

chants and builders would to
pay on their loans under sik jondl- -

tions? How could business done
under such conditions In coi lp i Mi hi
wilh conditions as they exist ol her
states?

ill anyone explain what Interest
rate a furl ir living in Pauldi ig coun- -

ty win nifle to pay when he wants
to borrow money It it is made certain
that the lender w ill have to pay a tax
of 3.99 on the Iii 11 amount of hi's loan?
Will ail one lix the rate of In ereat
tor tne small home owner in Conti-
nental corporation, Putnam county
when il is made certain that the
lender must pay a tax of 6.18 per cent
on the full amount of his loan?

The undervaluation of real estate
raises the tax rate. The higher the
tax rat '. the less is the relative rev-
enue from personal properly. The re-

sult of the policy of undervaluing real
estate and of taxing personal prop-
erty on full valuation at tho same
rate as real estate, la to destroy the
revenue-producin- ability ol the per
soual properly tax. Ills is (lemon
miuiou n me experience 01 everv
community where a change las lit
mane iioHi a nign to a low tax rat
on personal property, should this
state exempt ir.onev and all mm In
c ili.e Hint; personal nrop from
taxation, ar.i tax all oilier personal
propel ty not more t han one
quarter if one. per cent th rev
enue soi from the t, mil nri
erty lax would ii increased I mm lo
to : nines This Btntement is con
firm i iiv i ii' experience .t tne cry
of Minnie, i ho state of Connecticut
the itate of New York, and everv
place in t!i(. civilized world when' a
change has been made from a high
to a low tax rati on intangible prop
erty.

Kvery decrease in too lax rate, or
In the exemption d personal proper!
fr 'ia taxation, wj tend to induce its

This will be a direct
benefit to real estate. Land has great-
est value upon which personal prop-
erly of greatest value can be Induced
to locate This is demonstrated by
tho tact thai iii those counties wherecustom, wiser and stronger than the
law, ha:- - permitted the greatest eva-
sion oi the personal property tax. the
Increase In the value of real eslate isgreatest. Tie per cent of gain in tho
valuation of real ( state from 1852 to
1900 in the counties named has been:

Per Cent of Total
Tax Paid by
Personal 1 Top- -

R al Kslate crtv.
Gain. 18."t2. 1!)00.

County Per Ct. Per Ct. Per Ct.
Adams .... . . 4 :9 28. 8 25.7
Brown 282 22.8 25.2
Cuyahoga 1880 38 20.fi
Franklin .. 88fi :;s 2o.:i
Lucas .'I767 :n 20.3
Monroe . . . 122 21.3 44.7
Montgomery 1222 32.2 22.7

It will be observed (hat the per cent
increase in the value of real estategreatest a counties where the ova-

sion of ta ttion on intangible per
sonal proper! is practiced most
fectlvely, ; there is the

uevciopment or public ser
vice eorpoi ation property."

It being 'rue that a high tax rate
decreases, and a low tux rate in-
creases, re inue from personal property, the 1 licy of undervaluing realestate is extremely unwls". This Is
demenstrnt by tire high tax rate In

shown to be undi rvaluedthe valinuh a of ail real e.ilate on of
grand duplicate of the countiesinvestigated should be Increasud by

ation. The same pnncinle can be ap-
plied for conntv taxation upon the in-

come of all local laxing bodies within
tiie county, thus rendering county
equalization of property values entire-
ly unnecessary. This will limit the
necessity for equalization of property
value- - to me taxing uocoes Having
original Jurisdiction over valuation.
Wit lin this small area equalization of
assessed values can bo attempted
with best prospects of successful' ac-
complishment.

t::i The securing of the equal and
full valuation of all property through
the appointment of well-pai- assessors
who will devote their time continu-
ously, for long periods of years, to the
work of correcting assessments and
through making every taxpayer an as-
sistant in this work by a yearly publi
cation of all assessments and the
hearing of all omphiin ta claim inS too
high a valuation on he property of
the complainant or too low a valuation
on other Property. Ownera of prop-
erly that is assessed at I2D per cent
of its transfer valre are Injured rs
nn c ! by t ie asst nio other
propertj nt only 1 P cent of
tn mi' t value aa th ie over-

fly.va'uatlon of their A
nn ana should fcvj the cor--

si'CB evil
Tho develop '".onito

from personal pro by ii Depa-
rtrate clascincn ion ;i ml t ho li.i of ti

low annual tnx rati of not to exce '.1
tr of one cont , or th- -

tli tit n of a is: ration t ,ix on mo)
?s of on 01 one csnt aa

fas boon (lorn Now Yo k and Min- -

nepo j.
(,ri) The creation of a rmanent

tax commirsion of throe met
pointed by f" Kovernor. w II

ueJ to ma all noceRsary i

ion '. to administer all tax to
the end that their efficiency may l "
Incroasi il and the expense of their

docreoaeil. a n! to recon-menu- "

lo (tie legislature, from time to
time such ohaup (8 In lux laws as will
(011(1 t mal; tie ni more equitable,
simple and expensive,

By persl-wor- ni" and intelligently
iir,' ( n a lines of those augges-a-

Hons, Ohio soon become tho
h ader ol r states iu developing a
aimnle i.nd i system of state and
local 'a.;ui

WHO, fMDEED?

President J. L. Leary of the
I ittsburg ace society on n recent
visit to Germany endeuvoreti to per-
suade the leading German toy mak-

ers to slop making warlike toys
cannon, soldiers, guns, etc. on the
ground that such playthings foster-
ed an ugly spirit in little children.

"But I tailed," said the good
peace advocate shortly after his re-
turn. ' could not bring the Ger-
mans to my way of thought. They
held that the abolition oi' war was
still a long way off."

He sighed.
"And i suppose," ho said, "that

me niioiiiion oi war will lie a long
way off till the young private does
his own thinking till the poor,
m ave lad who is only tood lor pow
dor' considers war logically.

' 1 here is a voting-privat- in the
west I heard of him the other day

who is logical enough. 1 wish
there were more like him.

"His regiment had been fitted out
with new uniforms, and the colonel
inspected the men in their dapper
clothes one morning. After inspec
tion nc made a lilile speech.

"And 1 expect each one of you
so the speech ended 'I expect

eacn one oi yon to honor Ins new
uniform by behaving like a general.'

"The private smiled and said fair-
ly loud :

" 'I wonder who'd do the fight-
ing, then, sir:-- " San Antonio Ex-

press.

$1.30
For The Greenville

Journal and
America's Greatest Week I v

TBE

Toledo Blade
Toledo, Ohio.

ied with the cash.

5SISH
A Special Offer

We will pay $5
'ash to any per-
son whowillget
Fifteen yearly
subscribers for
The Journal,
with the cash.
You can work
in any part of
the county or
city, or outside
of the city. The
price is 1 per
year in county.
sand $1.15 out-
side the'eounty,
For further in
formation, sam
ples, etc., write
or call at thi$
office.


